
Ben Winspear takes on 

Pulitzer Nominated Playwright Rajiv Joseph's 

Gruesome Playground Injuries

Doug and Kayleen measure their lives by incidents, accidents, scars and 
stitches. Gruesome Playground Injuries tallies thirty years of these 
experiences: from ice skating disasters to flirting at funerals; romance in the 
school nurse’s of fice to conversing with the comatose; all through a prism of 
memory that explores the question why do we hurt ourselves to gain someone
else’s love?

Ben Winspear is best known for his award winning work as an actor, having appeared recently in the 
critically acclaimed Tasmanian Theatre Company production of The Mares by Kate Mulvany, in Scenes 
From A Marriage alongside his wife Marta Dusseldorp for the Queensland Theatre Company, and on the
small screen with roles in My Place, Black Comedy and A Place to Call Home. However, Ben has also 
amassed a signi ficant CV as a director. He has been an associate artist at both Sydney Theatre 
Company and Grif fin Theatre Company, and recently directed Finegan Kruckemeyer's 12 Times He 
Spoke for Blue Cow Theatre. 

Having worked on Twelve Times He Spoke with Winspear, TTC Artistic Director Adam (Gus) Powers 
says 

“He has such a great sensitivity for the craft of theatre and his artistic and intellectual rigour is something
that I greatly admire”

Rajiv Joseph is an award winning American playwright who has been described by the New York Times 
as “an artist of original talent”. Winspear says of Joseph's work 

“He has a wonderful ability to blend serious content with humour and heart, so his works are both
meaningful and entertaining, powerful and sweet.  He has captured so much of what is unsayable about

childhood, becoming, ageing, and the gentle bulldozer of time”

Gruesome Playground Injuries plays at the Moonah Arts Centre 
from June 13th – 22nd

Tickets at tastheatre.com
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